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“Who’s the Pastor?”
Introduction

1. Within our religious culture, it is normal to think of the preacher as the “pastor” of the church. 

2. This word “pastor” often carries a fairly weighty connotation.  The “pastor” is often thought to be the one who is in charge or the leader of the whole church.
3. “Pastor,” in some ways, has become a synonym for CEO or the head coach.  He sets the rules, the policies, and determines the direction completely.  
4. At Southside, we consider the ones “in charge” as the elders: eight men who serve voluntarily. Why do we do it that way?  

The History of Elders
1. The concept of a group of men representing the people, making decisions, leading, and protecting is a very Old Testament concept.

a. Ex. 3:16 is the first mention of elders in the Bible.  These men were probably leaders of different clans or tribes.  They represented the people and took care of those under them.

b. When Jesus comes on the scene, one of the key groups that he experiences conflict with is the elders of the people.  In fact, the elders had a hand in Jesus being put to death (Mt. 27:1, 20, 41).
2. Naturally, when the church began, this Jewish concept was used to help in leadership and protection.

a. The first time elders are used in regards to the church is in Acts 11:30.  

b. After Paul plants churches on his first missionary journey, he appoints elders on his return visit (Acts 14:23).

New Testament Elders

1. There are four key texts that talk about elders in the NT: Acts 20:17-35; 1 Tim. 3:1-7, Tit. 1:5-9, and 1 Pet. 5:1-5.

2. Let’s look at Acts 20:17-35.  Paul has just completed his third missionary journey.  He is on his way to Jerusalem, and he stops at Miletus and calls the elders of the church to come and meet him.  

a. Paul is basically giving some last words to the elders.  So what does he say and what does he emphasize?  

i. His main concern is protection.  He thinks that there could be some savage wolves that could come in and take them away from their Lord.  So he wants the elders to be on the lookout.

ii. He wants them to be like good shepherds, who take care of a flock of sheep and protect it from wolves.  The word for “shepherd” is a verb form of the word “pastor.”  He wants them to pastor the flock.

b. The reason why they are to do this is because the Holy Spirit has made them “overseers.” 

i. Elders are not the result of a democracy.  Democracy believes that the power is with the people.  While a church may vote (as a means of an orderly process) to appoint elders, the power of authority is not with the congregation, but the Holy Spirit.
ii. They are overseers.  This is the word “episkopos.”  It can mean bishop or superintendent.  The elders are called bishops, or those who oversee the church there.

c. Because of this text (cf. 1 Pet. 5:1-5), we believe that elders perform the function of the pastor and the function of the bishop.  In reality, pastor, bishop, and even elder are more descriptive terms of the kind of ministry and service these men are to provide.

What is the Bible’s “Leadership Structure?” 
1. It is easy to read into those terms and the office of elder a hierarchical model of leadership.  This is the model of leadership that often works in business.
2. In Eph. 4:7-11, we see a different approach to “leadership structure.”  Paul mentions the different functions given to people within the church.  
a. First, the function of a person is connected to one’s giftedness (vv. 7, 11).  By grace, Christ gives spiritual gifts for people to serve the body.    
b. Second, the result of these functions is for the building up of the body, or transformation (v. 12).  

3. So, while elders are leaders, their leadership is not found (at least, primarily) within their office.  It is found in their ability to lead – their giftedness.  
a. As God has given to them (by grace) the ability to pastor and oversee, they are to do this to the blessing of the body.  

b. The word “authority” is never used in relation to elders.  Possibly this is done to remind us their authority to lead comes not from a title but from a life that exhibits service, love, and character. 
4. Now, the church’s responsibility is to submit to our leaders (cf. 1 Pet. 5:5; Heb. 13:17).  Submission is not popular today, but it is required.  Just because I don’t like a decision the elders make does not mean that I can do my own thing.

Conclusion

 “Who therefore is noble among you?  Who is compassionate?  Who is fulfilled with love?  Let him say, ‘If by reason of me there be faction and strife and divisions, I retire, I depart, whether you will, and I do that which is ordered by the people: only let the flock of Christ be at peace with its duly appointed presbyters.’”




- First Clement (AD 95)
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“The Ministry, Tenure, and Authority of Elders,” Everett Ferguson

http://www.acu.edu/sponsored/restoration_quarterly/archives/1970s/vol_18_no_3_contents/Ferguson.html 

See Various Articles on Elders at J.B. Myers’ website
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