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“Where’s the Piano?”

“You know we’re singing for the Lord and now we’re feeling mighty good, giving praise to God the Father like we know all Christians should.  We don’t need any type of guitar or an instrument to use oh it sounds good to me. I’m hopin’ it sounds good to you.

Singing it soul to soul, brother to brother, A cappella, Well, it sounds good to me.” 

· “A cappella” (1986)

1. Key question: Why do we sing a cappella at Southside?

a. The question implies a focus on “us,” not about making judgments on other groups.

b. The question is about a rationale for our current practice, not a defense for what we do not do.  

A Theological Approach to A cappella Singing

1. Often when we approach this issue, we do it by asking questions of permission (e.g. “Can we use instruments or not?”).  But I think that is the wrong place to start in this issue.

a. First, the Bible was not written to answer those kinds of questions. (It was not written to tell us whether to use instruments or not!)  When you ask questions of the Bible that it was not designed to answer, it becomes difficult to answer them.
b. Second, these questions operate from a legalistic standpoint.  They focus on the line that we cannot cross to be faithful, as opposed to the greater goal of going deeper in our relationship with God.   
c. With that in mind, maybe a good question to start with is: “How can I enter into pure, holy, and complete worship of God?”  
2. The Bible is very clear that worship is an avenue where we express our love and affection to God (Jn. 4:21-24).

a. Worship is intelligible (v. 22) – We come to worship something not mysterious, but known.  

b. Worship is done in spirit (v. 24) –It is not a ritual; it is not checking off a list.  It is coming with our emotions and affections in a spiritual way.
c. Worship is done in truth (v. 24) – We come to proclaim in worship what we know and believe is right.  

3. In the New Testament, it connects singing with those theological principles.  

a. In singing, we come in an intelligible way before God (1 Cor. 14:15).  

b. Singing becomes an emotional and spiritual outlet for us to declare to God our affection (James 5:13).  

c. Through singing we proclaim and teach truth about God (Col. 3:16).  

4. This theological purpose of singing may be connected to the shift from the OT to the NT.  
a. In the OT, a worshiper went to the temple and a priest would offer a sacrifice on behalf of the person.

b. But in the NT, the temple is the church and each one of us is a part of the priesthood.  Now we offer our lives as a sacrifice (Rom. 12:1-2).

c. Singing declares our attention to be a sacrifice as we give him from the “fruit of our lips” a “sacrifice of praise” (Heb. 13:15).  
5. While the primary function of the assembly is worship, a secondary reason is encouragement (Heb. 10:24-25).

a. Paul describes the issue as “edification” in 1 Cor. 14, which is a word that carries the idea of being built up or becoming mature.
b. Singing is an act done to “one another” (Eph. 5:19).  As we “hear one another” we are challenged and built up.  

6. So what is the best manner of singing to fulfill these theological principles?

Historical and Contemporary Witness

1. When we examine early Christian practice, it is clear they believed the best way to fulfill these purposes was through a cappella singing.
a. If you scan through the New Testament, it always mentions singing specifically without mentioning the use of instruments.  

b. As we continue into later church history, a cappella singing was the primary practice of the church for the first 1000 years.  

c. Even when instruments were introduced, they were opposed by many (Ex. Martin Luther, John Calvin, Charles Spurgeon).

2. But why did the early Christians choose to sing a cappella when instruments were available?
a. Augustine of Hippo (4th AD) comments on Ps. 149:3: 

“We should not pass over the mysterious meaning of ‘tambourine and lyre’ in silence.  On a tambourine you have a skin stretched out and in a stringed instrument you have catgut stretched out.  So in both instruments ordinary flesh is “crucified”…And He who loves a ‘new song’ wants to take you to be that lyre, that tambourine.”

b. They believed that in singing, we become the instruments and God changes us as we praise Him.  
3. Today, more people are realizing the spiritual and transformative power of a cappella singing (ex. college students, other denominations).
Conclusion

1. “How can I enter into pure, holy, and complete worship of God?”  From Scripture, history, and today, we see that a cappella singing allows the best opportunity to do that. 

2. Paul encourages the Roman Christians to join together and “with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:5-6).  Paul understood the power for worship, unity, and transformation found in a cappella singing and so he exhorted them to do that.
For further reading:


Darryl Tippens, That’s Why We Sing

Various articles and lessons at www.newtestamentchurchtoday.org 
