The Story of God

In our world full of billions of people, each person has their own “story.”  They have a life story that tells of their birth, life, and eventually death.  Every story is unique and different for every person.  But what larger “Story” are we connected to?  What is the purpose of our life?  What are we here on earth for?  This is the key question of life.  At Southside Church of Christ, we essentially believe that our “story” can only be made sense within the larger Story of God as told in Scripture.  Below is a brief summary of this story.

I. Creation

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
 This verse succinctly starts the story.  God stands behind everything we see and hear.  By His power and authoritative words, He brought into existence light, water, trees, flowers, dogs and cats, watermelons, and dolphins.  Perfectly, like an expert brick layer, he laid a beautiful foundation of his creation, starting off with light, water, earth, vegetation, and then animals.  To top it all off, he made humans as the crowning point.  He decided to make male and female in the “image of God” – a distinction from every other living thing.  God stood back and looked at his wonderful work – from ladybugs to lions, from hummingbirds to humans and the Bible says, “It was very good.”
 In other words, He made things just the way he wanted them to be: very good.  No tornadoes, no hurricanes, no cancer, and no sin.  It was just God and His creation.  The first two humans – Adam and Eve – God placed in a Garden so that they could take care of the garden and live in a wonderful relationship with God.  Everything seemed perfect.

II. Curse

But then tragedy struck.  A serpent came up to Eve and started to question something God had said.  God had told her and Adam not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, for it would bring death.
 But the serpent started to question that.  Eventually the fruit intrigued Eve so much that she decided to eat of it.  She then gave some to her husband, and he ate.
 They directly disobeyed their Creator who was so proud of them.  Then everything changed.  For the first time, they felt shame.  They heard God walking in the middle of the garden, and they hid because of the feeling.  God found them and begin to ask them what had happened and why they had eaten of the tree.  They start to blame each other and the serpent.
 The tranquil garden had turned into a battleground, fueled by disobedience.  Because of their sin, God had to send them away from the garden.  They could not eat of the tree of life.  Separation had occurred between the great Creator and his beautiful creation.  Sin had entered the world, and the curse that its brings had followed.  God’s creation would not be the same.

III. Covenant

Yet God does not give up on mankind.  Even as He sees his creation spiral into more evil with one brother killing another and eventually the world seeking to be their own god.
 He does not give up; instead he makes a covenant.  We have covenants today (e.g. marriage covenant).  They are promises made between two people that are binding.  God makes this kind of promise to Abraham that someday, through his own heritage, He would bring blessing to all nations on the earth.
 He told Abraham that he would restore the relationship that was lost in the garden.  Eventually out of Abraham’s lineage, a nation was formed called Israel.  Though they were enslaved in Egypt for over 400 years, God redeemed them by bringing them out of Egypt and taking them to Mount Sinai.  There God made another covenant with this nation that he would make them into “priests” who would be a light to the world for God.
 Israel would be the vehicle through which God would bring this wonderful restoration.  Although God gave them a land, gave them a king, and even constant reminders through prophets, Israel did not keep up their part of the promise.  And while God was committed to His creation, Israel had failed as being the method of bringing God’s good news.  This grieved God terribly, but He was determined not to give up.

IV. Christ

Instead God did the unthinkable.  He became man like one of us.  By being born of a virgin woman named Mary, deity became flesh.  It is sometimes called the Incarnation – the one through whom all things were made became something made.
 This person who was called Jesus lived like every other person.  He had parents.  He ate and drank.  He had fun.  He cried.  He was perfectly human although he was God.  For the last few years of his life, he went about preaching a simple message, “The Kingdom of God is at hand.”
 In a radically special way, the reign of God was breaking into the world.  Through his merciful ministry, he healed, gave sight to the blind, raised the dead, and helped the poor, all as signs that the kingdom is here.
 Then in an incredible act, Jesus offered himself to die on a Cross.  Although he was sinless, he was condemned to death and was crucified by the Romans.  Little did they know that God was writing His Story.  Through Jesus’ words, ministry, and now death, God was bringing reconciliation.  He was fulfilling His promise to Abraham.
 He was restoring His fallen creation through a covenant accomplished by the atoning sacrificial death of Jesus.
 Yet if Jesus stayed dead, then the Story would have stopped.  But in three days, when some women went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body, he was not there.  He had risen.  Proving for all time that sin is not the last word.  Victory can be found in Jesus!

V. Church

During Jesus’ lifetime, he had gathered some followers called apostles around Him.  While during His ministry, they were quite confused and scared, after the resurrection, they started to piece together God’s work.  Then on a special day, God’s Spirit was poured out to them and they begin preaching this wonderful message of God’s Story.
 They begin to tell about Jesus’ work, death, and resurrection.  They told how God had brought about the needed restoration for His people and creation.  They shared that now true reconciliation could happen for all nations.
 So all over the Greek and Roman world, people responded to become followers of God through Jesus.  They repented of their past way of life and resolved to live according to Jesus’ words and teachings.  They were immersed in water for the forgiveness of sins.  They received, as a result, the Holy Spirit.
 This group of followers began meeting together wherever they were.  They became known as Christians and the church.  They spent time together, ate together, helped one another, and they carried the love and mercy of Jesus to other people around them.  They would meet and take a special meal called the Lord’s Supper, where they celebrated the new covenant brought in Christ.
 The church was not perfect, but they sought, through the guiding of God’s Spirit, to follow the ways of God everyday.  
VI. Completion

Still the world was not back to perfection.  While people were being changed through the words of Jesus and the Spirit of God, it was a far cry from the tranquil Garden.  Even today, while there are a lot of churches, the world is still filled with hardship, heartache, and hell.  The reason is that the Story is not finished.  While we do not know when the end will come, we know that someday God will return to finish his work.  The Holy Spirit not only helps us with spiritual growth now but it is sort of a “down payment” that someday. God will come back and will totally transform everything.  There will be a “new heaven and new earth.”
 Those who are seeking God and are part of His church will be a part of this newness.  Unfortunately, those who are not will be separated from God forever.  It is not because God wants to be separated from them – that goes against the whole Story!
 It is the other way around.  God will not make someone love Him, and if one chooses to go against Him, He will let them.  But for Christ-followers, we look forward with great anticipation for the completion of God’s Story to come soon!

At Southside, we believe that this is the Story that we find ourselves in.  We believe that this is the backdrop for our life stories.  We as a church seek to fit into that story as one of God’s communities which seek to carry on Jesus’ mission of mercy and transformation led by God’s Spirit.  With other Christians, we long for the completion of the Story!  We hope that you will connect your life story with God’s Story and become a part of His mission today!  
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