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The Non-Denominational Ideal
Introduction

1. In 1792, a Methodist minister by the name of James O’Kelly became disgruntled concerning his denomination issues of power and control.
2. He and four other ministers withdrew and became “Republican Methodists” and in 1794 they held a conference with key leaders.  During the meeting, Rice Haggard stood up and said this:

“Brethren, this (the Bible) is a sufficient rule of faith and practice.  By it we are told that the disciples were called Christians, and I move that henceforth and forever the followers of Christ be known as Christians simply.”
The Evil of Denominations
1. Definition of “denomination”
a. A group of people that are unified by a common name and common practices that separate them out from others.

b. This group believes to only a part of the church universal along with others denominations.  

2. There are literally hundreds of different churches and denominations and Christians find their identity within one of these divisions.  Is this right?
3. The plea for Unity in the New Testament
a. Jn. 17:20-21 – Jesus’ Prayer Before His Crucifixion

i. Who: “Those also who believe in Me through their word.”  

ii. What: “That they may all be one.”  
iii. How: “Even as You, Father are in Me and I in You.”

iv. Why: “That the world may believe that You sent Me.”

b. Other Scriptures: 1 Cor. 1:10-13; Eph. 2:14-16; Phil. 2:5-8; Eph. 4:4

4. When you went to a city in the first-century, there was just one church.  They might have some problems and differences, but they were simply Christians.  Is it possible for us to be the same way?
The Non-Denominational Ideal

1. Imagine a group of people were out on an island and they did not grow up going to church.  But they find a Bible, begin to study, and realize God’s love for them.  They all decide to be baptized and begin meeting as a church.  What denomination would they be a part of? 
2. The non-denominational ideal at Southside: A group with no labels other than Christian, no creed other than Scripture, and a part of nothing more than Christ’s church.
a. We have no hierarchy or denominational board that guards conformity to certain doctrines.  
b. We have no label but “church of Christ,” which is not a name but a biblical description of who we are.

c. We require nothing more to join Southside other than what is described in Scripture: faith, repentance, and baptism.

d. We acknowledge that God adds to His church, leads His church, and governs His church. 
Problems with this Ideal

1. Becoming a “non-denominational” denomination.
a. If you notice “churches of Christ”, we have all the outward trappings of a denomination: same name, “Members of the Church of Christ,” or “Members of the Lord’s Church.”

b. When you look like every other denomination and then claim to not be a denomination, people become confused.
c. While I am not totally sure how to change that, I think it begins by changing our collective conscience.  Believing as a group that we are Christians only and cultivating a non-denominational spirit.
3. How to view people within denominations.

a. Christians only ( only Christians.    
b. Difference perception of moral law and positive law:

i. Moral Law – commands of daily living; ethics
ii. Positive Law – commands of faith and worship; doctrine
c. Traditionally, we have understood that God’s grace covers our moral failures but not our positive law (doctrinal) failures.   If you failed doctrinally, then you were a “brother in error.”
i. However, this neglects the fallibility of humans and narrows the grace of God.  
d. Instead, we should believe that God’s grace covers both moral and doctrinal deficiencies.
Conclusion

1. Is there a third option between not being a sect that believes everyone else is wrong and a denomination where we are one among many divisions with Christianity?
2. Could we instead adhere to this non-denominational ideal and claim to be Christians only and follow Scripture alone to the best of our ability?

 “The claim to be Christians only, properly understood, is not a claim to know everything or even to be correct about everything we think we know.  It is simply a claim to have been redeemed by the gospel of Christ, to have been added by Him to His church, and to be seeking to be led by His teaching in Scripture to the best of our understanding, recognizing no other authority over our faith and practice.” 




--Cecil May
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