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“That’s a Full Dunk!”
“Well, that’s it boys.  I’ve been redeemed. The preacher’s done warshed away all my sins and transgressions.  It’s the straight and narrow from here on out and heaven everlasting’s my reward.”

“Delmar, what are you talking about?  We’ve got bigger fish to fry.”  

“The preacher says all my sins are warshed away, including that Piggly Wiggly I knocked over at Yazoo.”

“I thought you said you was innocent of old charges.”

“Well, I was lying and the preacher said that sin is warshed away too.  Neither God nor man’s got nothing on me now.  C’mon in boys, the water is fine.”

-Scene from O Brother Where Art Thou
History of Baptism

1. Water rituals go back to the Old Covenant.

a. Lev. 8:6 – Aaron was washed as he was consecrated.

b. Lev. 14:8 – Lepers were washed to demonstrate ceremonial purity.

c. Lev. 16:4 – Washing would happen on the Day of Atonement

d. Other Scriptures: Lev. 11:32; 15:5-27; 16:24; 17:15; 22:6

e. These Old Covenant water rituals primarily dealt with making the person externally clean.  

2. This emphasis on water washings carried over into the Judaism of the time of Jesus.  In fact, we know through archaeological evidence, that mikvehs were present throughout Palestine.  

a. A mikveh was a little pool that Jews used for a ritual bath.  

b. By the late first century, Jewish proselytes were required to do three things: be circumcised, offer a sacrifice at the temple, and be baptized. 

3. John the Baptist’s preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Lk. 3:3), would not have been strange.

a. Instead he was calling everyone – including the religious elite – to be cleansed in preparation for the Messiah. 

b. This baptism was still a precursor to Christian baptism because it was missing the Holy Spirit – something Jesus would bring (Lk. 3:16). 

c. It was a part of the plan all along that Jesus would die, be raised, and ascend, and also that his message would be preached, accompanied with repentance and forgiveness, starting in Jerusalem (Lk. 24:44-49).

4. In Acts 2, everything is present: Jerusalem, repentance, forgiveness, Holy Spirit, and baptism.  This is Christian baptism, for the first time!  

Baptism and Conversion

1. In the 16th century, Huldriech Zwingli argued for a symbolic understanding of the Lord's Supper and Baptism.

a. From this idea came the belief that baptism had nothing to do with salvation, but it merely symbolized what God had already done.

b. When you sever baptism from its connection with salvation, it becomes a very human-focused event.  

2. In Acts 2 it appears that baptism is connected with the conversion process.

a. “Baptism for the forgiveness of sins” - the preposition “for” (eis) carries a forward-looking element to it.  (cf. Acts 22:16).

b. There is a connection with baptism to the “gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

i. Paul says that the Holy Spirit seals us for redemption, becomes our pledge for the inheritance, and helps us to grow as a disciple (e.g. Eph. 1:13-14).

ii. He also would say that the Spirit guarantees that you are a part of Jesus' body (Rom. 8:9-11).

c. It is not that the act is magical, but, when we come with a repentant heart, it is through or in this act, that God forgives and gives us His Spirit (1 Pet. 3:21).

Baptism and the Church

1. Often baptism can be viewed individualistically (“between me and God”).  But notice here that that it is through baptism that people are added or initiated into the community of the saved.

a. “Those who had received his word were baptized and that day there were added…” (Acts 2:41).
b. “And the Lord was adding to their number…those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).
2. Paul used baptism to emphasize the oneness and the identity of the church.

a. Oneness - Eph. 4:4 – “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.”  

b. Oneness - 1 Cor. 12:13 – “We were all baptized into one body…”  

c. Identity - 1 Cor. 6:9 – “Such were some of you, but you were washed…”  

d. Identity - Rom. 6:4 – “…buried with Him through baptism into death…”

3. Baptism for the early Christians was the marker that reminded everyone, not only of their salvation, but of their admittance into the church and into a “peculiar” way of life as a Christian.

a. Appropriate Candidate – One who can make such a decision.

b. Appropriate Mode – One that illustrates a total surrendering.

Conclusion

1. Baptism is the connecting link between the old way to being on a new journey with others, between the idea of being away from God to being within a family, and between being lost to being a part of the redeemed.

2. A good illustration of baptism is a wedding ceremony.  It is the connecting link where two people who have been dating walk in and walk out as a married couple.
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