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Sharpening our Distinctives #1


Sharpening our Distinctives
Introduction

1. There are certain practices that we do here at Southside that are distinct:
a. We baptize by Immersion for the forgiveness of sins;
b. We partaking of the Lord’s Supper every Sunday;
c. We singing without instrumental accompaniment;
d. We are led by a group of elders;
e. We use males for leadership roles;
f. We do not speak in tongues or experience miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit;
g. We have no clergy or hierarchical board.
2. It is these practices that we want to examine to understand why we do them.

The Goal of Series

1. If we are going to hold some “distinctive practices,” then we should know the reason why.
a. Intentionality is important: if we have a “distinctive practice,” we should have a “distinctive” reason.  Otherwise, why do it?
b. That is what I hope to accomplish: to show the reason why we do these practices.
2. Re-examination is always a good thing.

a. Two potential results will occur because of re-examination:
i. We will re-affirm beliefs we have had about why we do certain practices.

ii. We will be challenged to think differently about a practice that is more consistent with Scripture.

b. Growth comes about through re-examination of beliefs and practices.
The Rules of the Series

1. This series is going to be positive and filled with grace (Col. 4:6; Eph. 4:15).

a. I am not here to pass judgment on other churches or individuals.  
b. I am here to talk about what Southside does and why we do it.  

2. My only agenda is to be honest and open about the Word of God.
a. I commit to teach honestly about what the Word says and what the Word does not say, to the best of my ability.

b. We might find that the Word challenges some arguments we have held or that it does not say too much about some issues.  But the key will be to be honest about the Word of God.
3. The response of the church throughout this series should be love.

a. At some point, you will hear something you disagree with.  As you process what you hear, love should be a priority.
4. We must understand the division between what is core and what is secondary.

a. Mt. 23:23; 1 Cor. 15:3 mention that some parts of our faith are more important than others.

b. Many of these issues are secondary.  Does that mean they are irrelevant or pointless? No.  But we should keep that in mind.  

The Basis of the Series

1. There are four resources that we have to make a theological decision: reason (mind), tradition (history), experience, and Scripture.  God’s primary way of guiding us is through Scripture.
2. Paul reminds Timothy in 2 Tim. 3:14-17 of the nature and function of Scripture.
a. He refers to God’s Word as “sacred writings” or “Scripture” and describes it as “God-breathed.”  (cf. Gen. 2:7)
b. The intent of Scripture: give us “wisdom that leads to salvation”, to teach, to rebuke, to correct, to train, and to equip for every good work.

i. Heb. 4:12 - the Word of God is living and active and is able to pierce us and judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
ii. 1 Pet. 1:23 – “We have been born again…through the living and enduring word of God.”
3. We should understand that the Word of God is not a rulebook.

a. Its intent is to shape us and change us into the image of Jesus, not to be a tax manual that we consult with our particular questions.

b. It becomes critical that we come to Scripture to listen to what it is saying about God and what He is revealing to us. 
4. We should come before the Word of God humbly and submissively.

a. God’s Word is not static: it is more of a story, or a vision of who God is and who God wants us to be.  

b. We never reach a point where we have learned enough and studied enough.  We never reach a point where we are not challenged in our understanding of who God is.

Conclusion

1. As we head into this series, we should have the perspective of being willing to follow where God leads us through His Word – wherever that may be.
 “We read Scripture not in order to avoid life and growth…nor do we read Scripture to avoid thought and action…Because again and again, we find that, as we submit to Scripture, as we wrestle with the bits that don’t make sense, and as we hand through to a new sense that we haven’t thought of or seen before, God breathes into our nostrils his own breath – the breath of life.  And we become living beings – a church recreated in his image…”  -- N.T. Wright
For further reading:

The Church of Christ, Everett Ferguson

The Scripture Principle: Reclaiming the Full Authority of the Bible, Clark Pinnock and Barry Callen

“How Can the Bible be Authoritative?” N.T. Wright (www.ntwrightpage.com)
