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Sharpening our Distinctives #2


A Restoration Church
Introduction

1. In 1807, a man named Thomas Campbell came to America from Ireland.  He grew up among the Presbyterian Church, but he started to become disgruntled with the divisions within Christianity.  

2. So he withdrew from the Presbyterian Church and formed an association that wanted to be simply Christians and bring unity to the Christian world.  
3. To explain his reasoning about why he was withdrawing from the Presbyterian Church, Campbell wrote a document called the Declaration and Address.

 “Our desire…would be, that, rejecting human opinions and the inventions of men as of any authority, or as having any place in the church of God, we might forever cease from further contentions about such things; returning to and holding fast by the original standard; taking the Divine word alone for our rule; the Holy Spirit for our teacher and guide, to lead us into all truth; and Christ alone, as exhibited in the word, for our salvation; that, by so doing, we may be at peace among ourselves…”

4. In other words, Thomas Campbell believed the method to church unity was simply to go “back to the Bible” and try to restore New Testament Christianity.
Restoration: An New Idea that is Not that New

1. Biblical examples of the Restoration Idea
a. Josiah called Israel back to the “Book of the Law” (2 Kings 22:8-23:3).
b. Hezekiah called Israel back to the right form of worship (2 Kings 18:6).  
c. The Prophets called Israel to put away idols and take care of the poor.  
d. John the Baptist called Israel to true righteousness and repentance.

e. Jesus called the Jews to let the reign of God be in their hearts. 
f. The early church was warned against false teaching and “falling away” (Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 4:6). 

g. Restoration is really the collective idea of repentance: turning back to God once you have veered off the wrong path.  
2. Historical examples of the Restoration Idea

a. John Wycliffe - translated the Bible into English and declared that Scripture should be our authority, not our tradition. 

b. Martin Luther – “Sola Scriptura” (Scripture alone).

c. John Huss, Huldreich Zwingli, John Calvin, and William Tyndale
3. Ultimate definition of restoration: putting yourselves underneath God’s Word.  

a. Seeking to adhere to the Word and not to a creed.
b. Allowing for flexibility to change as the Word allows.
c. In every issue, letting Scripture be the starting point.
Restoration: Not as Easy as it Sounds

1. The goal of restoring simple Christianity can actually create more problems than it solves.
a. Historically, many divisions have occurred because everyone was trying to go “back to the Bible.”  

b. Example of the problem:  “If it is in the Bible, we do it; if it is not in the Bible we do not do it.”
i. Should we be washing one another’s feet (1 Tim. 5:10) or greeting with a holy kiss (Rom. 16:20) – they’re in the Bible, are we to do it?  
ii. Should we have a church building, announcements, technology – they’re not in the Bible, are we not to do it?  
c. Scripture is not like a set of construction blueprints; it does not delineate exactly how to do everything as the church.
2. First, we should approach the task of restoration with humility and submission
a. As humans, we are not perfect and we always will need God’s help.  
b. The first step in being a restoration church is simply putting more trust and dependence to God than ourselves and our ability to reason.
3. Second, a good starting point in restoration is looking at the character and nature of God.

a. Some Christians have actually advocated for not helping the unbelieving poor because there is no example of the early church doing that.
b. That does not make sense because it goes against the very heart of God: mercy (Ex. 34:6; Mt. 23:23)
c. A key lesson: if we ever use a hermeneutical plan that leads us to do something against God’s heart, then we are doing something wrong.  
4. Third, it is not enough to look only at what the early church did.

a. An older hermeneutical approach to know about the early church was to look at the commands, examples, and necessary inferences.  

b. The problem with this approach: how do we know which commands and examples to follow and which ones we don’t?  
c. Instead, we should also look to the theological principles behind the commands and examples.

d. We should seek to restore the theological vision that Jesus and the apostles had of what the church should be.

Conclusion

1. While seeking the restoration of New Testament church is difficult, it still is a valid and worthy goal.  After all, it tells us where to stand!
 “Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason...I do not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they contradict each other...My conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant...Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise.”  




 --Martin Luther
For further reading:
The Declaration and Address, Thomas Campbell, http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/tcampbell/DA_REV1.HTM 
The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery, Barton W. Stone et al., http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/esmith/hgl1808/LWT.HTM 
